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Amendments in the Claims 

This listing of claims replaces all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application. 

1 . (Currently Amended) A device for treating meat products, comprising; 

at least one treatment section having a space for accommodating the products, 
which space comprises a treatment device for treating the products; and 

a discharge device for discharging the products from the space of the treatment 

section, 

wherein the discharge device can k » brought into assume on active a discharging 
position for discharging products from the space fo r flrrnrn modating the products and an 
inactive operating state, and wherein in the active operating stato discharging position the 
discharge device is located at least partially within the treatment o ootion space that 
accommodates the products . 

2. (Currently Amended) The device of claim 1, wherein the discharge device eaa-fee 
is moved between as the aetive discharging position and a» the inactive state position 
with the aid of an actuating device. 

3. (Original) The device of claim 2, wherein each treatment section is provided 
with its own actuating device. 

4. (Original) The device of claim 2, wherein the actuating device is common to 
a plurality of treatment sections, 

5. (Original) The device of claim 2, wherein the actuating device comprises a 
rod which can be actuated from outside the device. 
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6. (Original) The device of claim 2, wherein the actuating device comprises a 
piston-cylinder unit. 

7. (Original) The device of claim 2, wherein the actuating device comprises a 
cam track mechanism. 

8. (Currently Amended) The device of claim 2, wherein the actuating device is 
designed to generate a control signal after the discharge device of the treatment section 
has heen moved into the aetive discharging position. 

9. (Currently Amended) The device of claim 2, comprising wherein the at least tw& 
one treatment section[[s]] comprises at least a firs t treatment section and a second 
treatment section through which the products we-4o pass in succession[[,]] and wherein 
the actuating device feeing is designed to move the discharge device of the second 
treatment section into an its aetive discharging position in order for tho second treatment 
aootion to bo emptied before moving the discharge device of the first treatment section 
into its aetive discharging position. 

1 0. (Currently Amended) The device of claim 2, compri s ing wherein the at least one 
tw© treatment section[[s]] comprises at least a first treatment section and a second 
treatment section through which the products a*e-te pass in succession^,]] and wherein 
the actuating device teeiag is designed to move the discharge device of the first and the 
second treatment sections into an activ e their discharging position e aoon tially at 
substantially the same tim e in order for tho first and th e second treatment coction to be 
omptied . 

11. (Currently Amended) The device of claim 1, wherein the treatment device 
comprises at least one massaging element[[ J] and the discharge device interactiags with 
the at least one massaging element in order to reach assume the active and the inactive 
discharging position. 
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12. (Currently Amended) The device of claim 1, wherein the treatment device is 
designed to be sot in motion move with the aid of a drive. 

13. (Currently Amended) The device of claim 12, comprising wherein the at least two 
one treatment section[[s,]] comprises a plurality of treatment sections and wherein the 
movement of the different treatment devices of the different at least two of the plurality 
of treatment sections differs. 

14. (Original) The device of claim 12, wherein the treatment device is designed 
to be rotated. 

15. (Currently Amended) The device of claim 14, compriaing wherein the at least fcve 
one treatment sectio ns, - the different comprises a plurality of treatment sections and 
wherein the treatment devices of at least two of the differ e nt plurality of treatment 
sections havemg a common bearing. 

16. (Currently Amended) The device of claim [[14]] 15, wherein the bearing 
comprises a rin g, along th e having a circumference ef along which ring a number of at 
least one whee ls coupled to tho treatm e nt d e vic e are movables. 

17. (Currently Amended) The device of claim 15, wherein the differ e nt treatment 
devices of at least two fto differ e nt of the plurality of treatment sections are mounted on 
the same shaft. 

18. (Currently Amended) The device of claim 14, wherein the treatment device 
rotates ion takes place relative to an essentially in a rotational direc tion about a 
substantially horizontal axis o frotation . 



-4- 



ATU4B01 19S8211.5 

PAGE 9/21 * RCVD AT 511612005 4:00:52 PM [Eastern Daylight Time]* $VR:USPT0£FXRM/4 * DNIS:8729306 * C8ID:404 815 6555 ' DURATION (mnv$$):0540 



05/16/2005 16:03 FAI 404 815 6555 



KS 



@010 



AMENDMENT AND RESPONSE TO OFFICE ACTION AND PETITION FOR EXTENSION OF TIME 
U.S, Serial Ng. 10/756,916 
Page 5 

19. (Currently Amended) The device of claim 18, wherein the treatment device 
comprises at least one surface which iG oriented at an angle to the rotational direction of 
movement th e r e of the treatment device . 

20. (Currently Amended) The device of claim 19, wherein the. treatment device 
comprises a number plurality of surfaces which ar e oriented a t an angle to each eee 
afiother and,-ao aoon in cross s e ction, to form ono or mor e at least one point[[s]]. 

21. (Currently Amended) The device of claim 20, wherein the vertex angle of the_at 
least one point[[s]] is at least approx[[J]hnately 45°. 

22. (Currently Amended) The device of claim 20, wherein the plurality of surfaces 
form a plurality of points aro arranged at separated in the treatment section a distance 
from one another. 

23. (Currently Amended) The device of claim 20, wherein the pointa or e form e d 
treatment device is asymmetricall y-shaped . 

24. (Currently Amended) The device of claim 20, wherein the dimensions plurality of 
surfaces form a plurality of points and wherein at least some o f the points have differing 
dimensions from ono - another . 

25. (Original) The device of claim 20, wherein the surfaces are integral with a 
wall of the treatment section. 

26. (Original) The device of claim 19, wherein the at least one surface is movable 
along a stationary wall of the treatment section. 
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27. (Currently Amended) The device of claim 26, wherein an edge of the at least one 
surface, tho edge facing that is proximal the wall[[J] is situated at a distance from the 
wall. 

28. (Currently Amended) The device of claim 26, wherein the at least one surface 
rotates about an axis of rotation and is arrang e d pivotable about a hmge dly, the having a 
hinge ayi X wherein the hinge axis is substantially being occontially parallel to said axis of 
rotation. 

29. (Original) The device of claim 28, wherein at least one spring member is 
provided for biasing the at least one surface to a predetermined hinge position. 

30. (Currently Amended) The device of claim I, wherein the treatment device 
comprises a massaging substance feed devic e, which for supplyi ng a substance for 
treating products, wherein the feed device is arranged at least partially in the space of the 
treatment section , for supplying a massaging substanc e. 

31. (Currently Amended) The device of claim U wherein a poriphoral the device 
further comprises: 

at least one wall defining of the space of tho treatm e nt s e ction is provided with for 
accommodating the products, wherein the wall comprises perforations^ J]iand 

a chambe r, which io open at least on tho oido of poriph e ral wall, being form e d 
positioned outside the space[[,]] and adjacent to the poriphoral wall> in order to supply or 
discharge wherein a treatment medium [[to]] is supplied from the chamber into the space 
or discharged from the space into the chamber via the perforations. 

32. (Currently Amended) The device of claim 1, wherein the treatment device 
comprises a device for the transfer of heat via a peripheral wall of the space of the 
treatment section. 



-6- 



ATLLIBO) I98B2U.6 

PAGE 1 1/21 * RCVD AT 5/16/2005 4:00:52 PM [Eastern Daylight rime] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/4 * DWIS:8729305 * CSID:404 815 6555 « DURATION (mm-ss):0540 



05/16/2005 16:03 FAX 404 815 6555 



KS 



H012 



AMENDMENT AND RESPONSE TO OFFICE ACTION AND PETITION FOR EXTENSION OF TIME 
U.S. Serial No. 10/756,916 
Page 7 

33. (Original) The device of claim 1, wherein the treatment device comprises 
needles which project into the space of the treatment section. 

34. (Original) The device of claim 33, wherein the needles can be moved in a 
controllable manner in their longitudinal direction. 

35. (Original) The device of claim 1, wherein the treatment section comprises a 
rotatable drum which defines the sai4 space, which wherein the drum has an axis of 
rotation and a direction of rotation. 

36. (Currently Amended) The device of claim 35, wherein the treatment device 
comprises Q r- s e rios of blad e s which are at least one blade arranged in the space sad 
operate so as. wherein the at least one blade operates to cut products in the space in the 
direction of rotation. 

37. (Currently Amended) The device of claim 35, wherein the treatment device 
comprises a rotatable roller which for massaging deformable products, wherein the 
rotatable roller is arranged in the space and the has an axis of rotation substantially ef 
which is p arallel to the axis of rotation of the dru m, which roller acts so as to massago 
d e formaM o products . 

38. (Original) The device of claim 37, wherein the roller is provided with grooves 
on its outer surface. 

39. (Original) The device of claim 1, wherein the discharge device comprises a 
product-guiding part, a discharge end of which is located outside the treatment section. 
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40- (Original) The device of claim 39, wherein the product-guiding part is in the 

form of a gutter. 

41. (Currently Amended) The device of claim 1, wherein the discharge device is 
design e d, capable when in its active op e rating stat e , to discharging position of 
dischargeing both the products and a liquid and/or a solid massaging substance loootod in 
tho corresponding troatmont s e ction for treating products from the space . 

42. (Currently Amended) The device of claim 1, wherein the discharge device is 
design e d, capable when in its activ e op e ratin g Gtato, to discharg e dischareing position of 
discharging the products from the space and te returning a liquid and/or a solid 
massaging substance located -in th e corr e sponding - treatment s e ction to this treatment 
seetieB-for treating products to the space. 

43. (Original) The device of claim 42, wherein the discharge device is provided 
with perforations. 

44. (Currently Amended) The device of claim 1 9 wherein the discharge device is 
d e signed, capable when in its activ e operatin g Gtato,to discharge the produota, tho liquid 
or solid massaging subotanooo discharging position of discharging products from the 
space but not discharging a substance for treating products located in the corr e sponding 
treatment s ection not being discharg e d space. 

45. (Original) The device of claim 1, wherein at least a part of a surface of the 
space of each treatment section is provided with a profile. 

46. (Currently Amended) The device of claim 1, wherein different a plurality of 
treatment sections are formed in a common space , provision boing mad e for a and 
separated bv remo v ab l e troatmont d e vic e and removable partitions betw e en th e different ^ 
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wherein the treatment device of at least one of the plurality of treatment sections is 
removable . 

47, (Original) The device of claim 1, wherein the at least one treatment section 

has a wall which is at least partly removable. 
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